PRESS RELEASE
ACC TO EXPAND THE USE OF KINEXON CONTACT
TRACING TECHNOLOGY FOR MEN’S AND WOMEN’S
TOURNAMENTS

GREENSBORO, North Carolina (February 26, 2021) – The Atlantic Coast Conference announced today
that it will equip student-athletes, coaches and tier 1 personnel at the ACC men’s and women’s
basketball tournaments with a KINEXON SafeTag contact tracing device. The devices, which have been
utilized by all 15 ACC member institutions throughout the regular season, are a component of KINEXON
SafeZone, a cutting-edge digital solution to mitigate the spread of COVID-19.
This season, all ACC men’s and women’s basketball student-athletes, coaches, and staff wore the
devices while inside team facilities. Student-athletes also had the SafeTags sewn into jerseys or tucked
into socks for in-game usage. The SafeTags measure the proximity between users to provide school
medical officials accurate contact tracing data when an individual tests positive for the virus. To date,
the technology has identified several high-risk close contacts of a positive case within the ACC. These
high-risk contacts were quarantined and later tested positive, thus limiting the spread of the virus.
“Having all of our teams use the KINEXON technology throughout the regular-season proved to be
significantly effective in the continued efforts to keep our student-athletes, coaches and programs
healthy and safe,” said ACC Commissioner Jim Phillips. “As we approach the ACC Tournaments, we're
pleased to expand the partnership with KINEXON and feel it will only enhance our protocols.”

Prior to the pandemic, KINEXON established itself as a world-leader in sports performance technology
and analytics. When the sporting world shut down in March of 2020, the company pivoted its awardwinning technology to address the challenge of mitigating the spread of the virus. Instead of tracking
movement, the SafeTags measure the distance and duration of a contact and cannot track a person’s
physical location to ensure user privacy. To date, KINEXON SafeZone has been used to help several
professional sports leagues around the world safely complete seasons amidst the COVID-19
pandemic.
“While it is impossible to completely reduce the risk of exposure to the virus to zero, KINEXON SafeZone
has proven that it is the most effective solution at minimizing the possibility of large outbreaks,” said
KINEXON Executive Vice President Jim Garofalo. “By expanding the use of this technology to its
conference tournaments, the ACC is making another strong commitment not only to the health and
safety of its men’s and women’s basketball programs, but also to the community at large.”
Recently, IQVIA epidemiologist and University of North Carolina faculty Dr. Christina Mack published a
scientific paper in partnership with the NFL, NFLPA and CDC showing effectiveness of the NFL 2020
Season COVID-19 protocols and explaining the role of KINEXON within contact tracing processes.
“Effective contact tracing is one of the best tools we have to prevent transmission” said Dr. Christina
Mack. “The KINEXON device provides a key starting point to understand interactions between
individuals, and assess risk of transmission. Evaluation of KINEXON data can also help communities
improve protocols and reduce close interactions to prevent transmission when a case occurs”
###
ABOUT KINEXON
KINEXON is a global technology leader that develops groundbreaking hardware and software solutions
for the Internet of Things (IoT). KINEXON Sports & Media provides performance and analytics solutions
for more than 100 sports teams and leagues worldwide. In the U.S, KINEXON equips more than 75
percent of NBA teams with next level technology that assists with performance profiling, conditioning,
training loads and injury management. KINEXON Industries implements specialized real-time IoT
solutions for Industry 4.0, in order to capture, analyze and automate manufacturing and logistics
processes for industry leaders such as BMW and Continental. The company pivoted during the COVID19 pandemic to launch KINEXON SafeZone – the world’s most trusted contact warning and contact
tracing solution to combat the spread of COVID-19, which has been used by companies around the
world, including all 32 NFL teams and all 30 NBA teams. Founded in 2012, and headquartered in
Germany, KINEXON has grown to more than 250 employees across offices in Munich, New York and
Chicago. For more information visit www.kinexon.com.
ABOUT THE ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE
The Atlantic Coast Conference, now in its 68th year of competition and 15 members strong, has long
enjoyed the reputation as one of the strongest and most competitive intercollegiate conferences in the
nation. ACC members Boston College, Clemson, Duke, Florida State, Georgia Tech, Louisville, Miami,
North Carolina, NC State, Notre Dame, Pitt, Syracuse, Virginia, Virginia Tech and Wake Forest continue
to build upon the cornerstones on which the league was founded in 1953 with a consistent balance of
academics, athletics and integrity. The ACC currently sponsors 27 NCAA sports – 14 for women and 13
for men – with member institutions located in 10 states. In August 2019, ESPN and the ACC partnered
to launch ACC Network (ACCN), a 24/7 national network dedicated to ACC sports and league-wide

original programming. For more information, visit theACC.com and follow @theACC on Twitter and on
Facebook (facebook.com/theACC).
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